
 
 

June 17, 2021 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration of the end of slavery in the United States.  It 
commemorates the day that enslaved African Americans in Texas learned of their 
freedom – two and a half years after the Emancipation Proclamation.   
While this liberation happened over 156 years ago, Black Americans continue to feel 
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